
Essential Apps & Websites You NEED For Japan
(2024 Update)

Japan is without a doubt THE top tourist destination in Asia, last year alone they welcomed over
25 million visitors and if you've clicked on this video congratulations you are part of this year's
statistic

In todays' video I am going to sharing with you 8 of the best apps or websites that are essential
for your upcoming trip to Japan from apps that help you effectively navigate through the bustling
streets of Japan to how you can find out the best places that only locals eat at in Japan

I am going to start with the more obvious apps and work my way up to some apps that I only
learnt about when I was in Japan and were honestly life changers

So lets jump straight into it

[Transition to App List]

[Background changes to a digital interface showcasing app icons]

Google Translate

First up we have Google Translate. It literally is like a wand that you can wave over signs and
restaurant menus to automatically translate the Japanese to your desired language

And it was such a lifesaver

To be fair most of the major signage and more commercial restaurants had English readily
available but when I was visiting smaller izakayas and bars in Tokyo all the menus were in
Japanese and I honestly would have no idea what to do

This app was specially helpful as well when I was trying to catch a cab or communicate with a
local in Japanese -whilst I dont think it is a 100% accurate simply typing in what you wanna say
in English and let Google Translate dictate the Japanese translation was enough for the locals I
was speaking to to understand what I wanted

Google Maps

But that is not the only Google app that was helpful - I also used Google Maps extensively whilst
travelling in Tokyo



and I just wanna say that I LOVE Tokyo but the train systems can be quite confusing

You most probably already know how to use Google for navigation but in this section I'm gonna
tell you how to use Google Maps in Tokyo Japan to correctly locate your station platform and
trust me its important that you listen up so you dont the same mistakes I did when i was there

Here is a screenshot of an example route in Japan

Lets start with the lines, all the lines in the Japan subway network is identifiable with an alphabet,
in this example M stands for Marunouchi Line and H for the Hibiya line

Each station along the lines are noted by a number for example nishi shinjuku is M07 on the
Marunouchi line

This is important for a few reasons - one, the names of the stations can be hard to pronounce in
Japanese and so if you're giving or asking for directions using the alphabet and number
combination would be more helpful

Using the example again we are headed from M07 to M15 which is incrementally increasing and
this is helpful because it corresponds to THIS sign that you will find at all station platforms

as it is showing M07 to M25 it means that the platform you are on is going in the right direction

Additionally finding the platform can be challenging at larger stations such as Tokyo, Shinjuku
and Shibuya

To effectively find the right platform make sure you enter the station at recommended entry
point here, easily locate the platform by looking out for signs that say in this instance Ikebukuro
and verify that it is also indeed the platform using the platform number

Honestly this is going to save you so much grief

Oh and also if you're on a cab and have dificulty telling the cab driver where you're going,
simply enter where you wanna go and press this!

<pause for google dictating>

I have more to say about the Japan subway system but I will save that for another video - if you
want to see that make sure you subscribe

Japan Travel

But another app that is actually even more helpful than Google Maps is the Japan travel app



Yes, it does have some other pretty cool functions offering exclusive travel tips and promotions
that you won't find on Google Maps BUT

what I like the MOST about this app is that it noy=t only does everything I said Google Maps
does but it also allows you to filter for routes covered under your travel pass

Pretty neat huh?

How to Check Travel Pass Balance

Speaking of travel passes I was only in Tokyo this trip so I didn't need a JR Pass and instead only
had a SUICA IC card

And may be you also have a SUICA or an equivalent IC card in Japan and wondering how can I
check my card balance on the go as traditionally you would have to go the machines or pay
attention to the display when your scanning your card to enter a station

Well, simply download the Japan Card app and place your IC card as directed under the phone

and voila, thats your card balance

pretty neat right?

Visit Japan Web

I'm going to temporarily switch to talking about some important website for a bit

The immigration lines to enter Japan can be pretty long and if you are looking to speed up the
immigration clearance process make sure you fill in your travel details at the visit Japan website
so that they already have you on their system

I have placed the link here and also in my description box

hot tip - They will also require you to scan your passport, make sure you do it in the daytime and
in a place where the lighting is good as the system will otherwise not recognize it

Once you have completed the process you will get a QR code, use that and your passport to clear
immigration effectively

Japan Wifi Auto Connect

Aside from immigration entry requirements another item that you absolutely MUST sort out
before you travel to well, anywhere really but ESPECIALLY if travelling to Japan is mobile data
connection



But lets say your budget does not allow for the purchase of mobile data devices or esims

well you might be interested to know that there is plenty of free wifi spots throughout Japan

All the free wifi spots will require you to register before using which can be quite tedious
especially when you're on the go

This is where the Japan Wifi auto connect app comes in, register one time via the app and you
won't have to do it again, the app will pick up free wifi spots wherever you go in Japan and let
you know so that you can just click and connect

Airalo

Having said that the free wifi option will still be patchy when you're on the go in Japan and so if
you do have the budget for mobile data connection my personal preference is for esim cards

And my usual go to as you would know if you've watched my travel guides before is Airalo that
allows you have purchase mobile data before your travels

Highly recommend you activate it before you take off from your country of origin and simply
turn on mobile data when you land

As you can see under Japan there are mobile plans that start from 1gb for $4.50, I can actually
get your $3 off that simply enter my code STEVE 5974 when making your purchase and thank
me later

Tabelog

If you are a foodie you're gonna wanna pay attention to this one

There are literally so many restaurants in Japan to choose from, honestly you could eat at a
different restaurant every single meal and would've still barely scratched the surface

And honestly the standard for good food is so high in Japan that you could literally just survive
on food at Family Mart or 7-11

But if you wanted to eat at the restaurants that Japanese locals actually eat at you need to check
out Tabelog, URL here and in my description box

It also comes in app form but I like the website version because you can translate it to English,
like so

Search by food type, area of Japan, if you're dining alone or with a group of people etc and it will
show you the top restaurant spots in Japan as rated by the locals



So lets say I filter by Tokyo then Shinjuku

As you can see here I can then filter by type of food, price, reservation availability and so forth

I used Tabelog a lot as I was travelling alone, could only eat so much and wanted to make sure
that everything i ate was the best there was to offer

If you didn't know about this you are welcome!

[Exploring the Tabelog Web site]

[Closing Scene]

Host: "There you have it, my friends, the 8 essential apps and websites to make the most your
Japan trip

If you have found this video helpful and informative dont forget to like and subscribe as I will be
loading up more Japan content in the coming weeks

Don't forget to also turn on that notification bell so that you'll know the moment a new video
drops

The teamlab experiences are absolutely unmissable while you're in Tokyo Japan, I have
previously done videos on those and have linked them here so that you can check them out@

Also dont hesitate to leave me a comment in the comment section, it takes a lot of time to create
this videos and hearing about how they have helped you navigate your travels always make my
day!

And if you've made it to this point of the video I just wanna genuinely say thank you - I do hope
that you have a fantastic day ahead or that you've already had a good day

As always I will see you very soon in the next video here, here or here

Ciao!


